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PLANNING APPEALS AMENDMENT BILL 2001 

1177. Mr LOGAN to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:   
We have a magnificent minister in that role.  I understand that this House will not have the opportunity to pass 
the long awaited Planning Appeals Amendment Bill until August at the earliest.  What will be the impact of this 
delay? 

Ms MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for Cockburn for the question. 

Mr Johnson interjected. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Can we do something about the interjections of the member for Hillarys?  He is so 
excitable.  In the interests of this Parliament, we should do something about his interjections. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Hillarys!  

Ms MacTIERNAN:  This is an important question.  The Australian Labor Party went to the election in 2001 with 
a very clear policy to abolish the feudal practice of ministerial appeals.  No other State in Australia has a minister 
acting like a feudal lord dispensing justice in some cases but not in others in very significant planning disputes, 
without any transparency. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr Board interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Murdoch! 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  When this Bill was presented to the House more than a year ago, it had bipartisan support.  
The Opposition spokesperson on planning matters gave her full support to this legislation.  We had an interesting 
debate during which we agreed to, I think, 10 amendments moved by the opposition spokesperson.  She 
expressed her desire that this important legislation be passed in the Legislative Council by the end of the year.  
However, it has languished for almost 10 months in the Legislative Council. 

Mr Barnett:  That is your choice. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  It is not our choice.  Every time this Bill is to be debated, we hear much bombast from the 
other side. 

Mr Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  

Ms MacTIERNAN:  This Bill has been in Committee in the Legislative Council for six months.  Every clause of 
that Bill has been dissected and analysed.  Amendments were negotiated, and agreement was reached by all 
parties that the Bill would be returned to the Legislative Council from the Standing Committee on Public 
Administration and Finance and passed.  However, what has happened?  It has been blocked and stymied, and 
members of the Opposition have filibustered and engaged in absolutely pointless rambling.  Members of the 
Greens (WA) want third-party appeals.  We understand that the Opposition does not support third-party appeals, 
but opposition members have continued with long, rambling discussions that have had nothing to do with this 
legislation.  I have been amazed by the Opposition, which claims to have business as part of its constituency and 
claims to be interested in the development of this State, yet is prepared to act in this irresponsible fashion.  The 
Leader of the Opposition should mark my words: the business community understands that he and his party are 
blocking this legislation and stymieing development in this State.  I put a challenge to the Leader of the 
Opposition, who says that he supports this legislation: what hope do we have?  Even though opposition members 
endorse and support this legislation, they will not allow it through the Legislative Council; they are a disgrace. 
 


